BASED ON THE BESTSELLING VIDEO® GAME

Aodhan comes from a lineage that includes some of
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CHAPTER ONE
CITY IN THE SKY

KEEP THE SPELLS
FLOWING STRONG!
ONE INTERRUPTION AND
WE'RE ALL DEADY




THERE WERE FEW Sights that |
€OULD MATEhH THE SINISTER

GLORY OF €hiLL NOREHREDD...

5 S\

...BUT THE VAST, FLYING CICY OF .3
DELARAD, REALM) OF ThE MAGH,

WAS S



...chen guibing the menumenzaL &
€FFOREC I FINALLY €LEVATING ]

ThE CITY 1ESELF €O WhHERE
LICELE WOULD THREATEN IT.

FIRST they HAb BEED FOREED
TO REBUILD DALARAD...

¥ TV F’_’Vm-wr‘ TIETTEY
N ThHe SPELLERSTERS Hhap
MANAGED ThHE UNBELIEVABLE,
RAISING UP ThEIR home FrOm .
TS LICERAL ROOTS 1) AN
IMPRESSIVE FEAT THAT HAD
taken the CoMBINED EFFORTS
OF ALL RESIDING Within 1€S
GREXT WALLS.

Ic FeLL o he ONEE-REVILED
mage, Rhenin, to Leap his
kinb BAEK FROM the BRIDK,

KDb TO BEGIN QUICKLY the
RESTORATION OF DALKRAN.

. 3 xd

t OR 50 the MAGL ¢ ¥
thoeught... The MAGIE OF
. DEEDED 1N €OLD NOREHREND .
E. TO FAGE X SINISTER THRELE...

the DREAD UNDELRD FOREES
oF the Lieh King.

P VP!

The LORD OF MAGIE--THE GREAT
DRragon Aspect MALYGOS--hAD «*
DEEMED ALL THOSE NOT UNDER_ *
his REIGH UNFIT €O WIELD the
KREANE KRTS.

Anp 1t wrs Rhenin
who Lep the maGL
1) RECREATING AND

€nhaneng DALARAD'S
SES...

But though the magt Apb DELARAD), MOST OF ALL,
INTENDED TO PO WHAT ThEY - REPRESENTED DEFIANCE TO
©he€ BLUE DRAGON'S DECREE.

BE READY... I SENSE
SOMETHING... WE'RE NOT
ALONE HERE...

COULD FOR THAT STRUGGLE,
they hab & DESPERATE
FIGhT oF their own.




SIMEON...

S
THIS TIME
ILL GET IT!

= S
E 700

¢ NenrLy nLL oF thoS€ TRAINED
I the esLLIng hab Been 4

Given seme ask, SOmeE ROLE,
i the STRUGGLE AheERD...

AODHAN! MAINTAIN
YOUR CONCENTRATION
AND DO NOT RUSH!

PATIENCE IS ONE
OF THE CORNERSTONES OF
SUCCESSFUL CONJURING! CAST
THE PRESENCE OF MIND SPELL
FIRST, THEN THE PYROBLAST...
AND FOCUS!

YOU MUST BE
PREPARED FOR THE
UNEXPECTED AT ALL
TIMES, AODHAN!



I--I'M TRYING,
MASTER SIMEON!

Tap

THAT'S NOT FAIR!
YOU DON'T PUT ANY OF
THE OTHERS THROUGH

S50 MUCH!

HE'S RIGHT,
MASTER SIMEON!
WHY 1S HE--

SILENCE, BRON!
THIS DOES NOT CONCERN
ANY OF YOU! AODHAN, BATTLE
OFFERS A THOUSAND TIMES
MORE DISTRACTION, ALL
OF THEM DEADLY...

WHEN
MY UNCLE WAS
TRAINING--

I HAVE
DISCUSSED THIS
MATTER ENOUGH,
AODHAN! THE TEST IS
A FAILURE...

MY SKILLS ARE BETTER
THAN ANYONE AT THIS
LEVEL! WHY DO I ALWAYS
HAVE TO DO MORE?

YOU ARE TOO EAGER,
AODHAN! UNTIL YOU LEARN TO

CURB THAT EAGERNESS AND
REPLACE IT WITH DEDICATION,
YOU CANNOT ADVANCE TO THE
NEXT LEVEL!

I MUST MARK THIS
TEST AS A FAILURE. YOU

COULD PROVE MORE DANGER
THAN HELP TO YOUR BRETHREN!
THINK ABOUT THAT/

A FAILURE? BUT

YOU WiLL GET

THE OPPORTUNITY TO

EEDEEJ;IH‘/OUIZSELF
E

HASTER SIMEON!
THERE'S DANGER!



GUIDE YOUR

STUDENTS INTO THE LOWER
LEVELS AND TELL THEM

/TS FOR MORE INTENSIVE
TESTING! THEY'LL BE
SAFER THERE!

I THINK WE SHALL
DO A BIT OF HARDER
TESTING FOCUSING ON

CONCENTRATION!

WE SHALL HEAD
DOWN TO THE LOWER
LEVELS, TO THE PRACTICE

CHAMBERS FOR THE MID-
LEVEL STUDENTS...

VES,
ARCHMAGE
RHONIN/

S\t

7
§ THE MID-LEVEL //%

—

——  DALARAN'S DEFENSE...
//

E N

=

= AND MAYBE
THEN FATHER AND T
= REST WILL BELIEVE

//’//////////////u\\\\\\\\\\\\\
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PRACTICE CHAMBERS? MAYBE ——
TLL GET A CHANCE TO BETTER
SHOW WHAT I CAN DO/ MAYBE
THEN, I'LL BE ABLE TO JOIN IN.

(i

—_—

M

- —

H

i

=

WHe.! S

I CAN ALREADY
BE READY TO THROW
NO ONE SLACK!

DO YOU THINK
IT WILL COME TO THAT,
ARCHMAGE RHONIN?

SIMEON...CONTINVE
WITH THE OTHER

STUDENTS, BUT SEND
AODHAN TO THE VIOLET
HOLD! I HAVE A TASK
FOR HIM...

SENSE THEIR SPELLS!
EVERYTHING YOU CAN! LET

STAVRIL! YOU'RE
LINKED TO THE INSTRUCTORS...
MAKE SURE THAT THEY KEEP
THEIR CHARGES CALM AND IN
PLACE..WE MAY NEED EVEN
THEIR ABILITIES...

"I PRAY
IT WON'T...

THE VIOLET HOLD,
ARCHMAGE RHONIN? IS
THAT NOT A MOST DANGEROUS
PLACE...ESPECIALLY FOR HIM?.

THE TASK WiLL
KEEP HIM FROM THE MAIN.
PART OF THE HOLD..NOW
HURRY! SOMEONE WiILL
MEET HIM THERE...




AS YoU
COMMAND,
ARCHMAGE...

AODHAN!
TO ME!

MASTER
SIMEON?

ARCHMAGE RHONIN
HAS A TASK FOR YOU! 60
IMMEDIATELY TO THE VIOLET
HOLD! ANOTHER SENIOR MAGE
WILL MEET YOU THERE AND TELL
YOU WHAT 1S DESIRED!

HURRY NOW...AND DON'T
GO WANDERING ANYWHERE
IN THE VIOLET HOLD! WAIT
FOR THE MAGE!

BUT BE FOREWARNED,
AODHAN! THE OTHERS DO
NOT KNOW, BUT I MUST
TELL YOU..50ON WE MAY BE
UNDER ATTACK! YOU MUST
USE CAUTION...

I-1
UNDERSTAND,
MASTER
SIMEON...

72

THE VIOLET
)/

= Ho
& ZIN 0

WHAT COULD THEY
WANT OF ME THERE,
OF ALL PLACES?

I COULD NOT REACH ANY
OF THE INSTRUCTORS!
SOMETHING BLOCKED

DOING IT/ LIKELY IT'S
TO KEEP US UNABLE TO
COORDINATE! CLEVER!

THEY'RE ABOUT TO
STRIKE! PREPARE TO
CAST COUNTERSPELLS!

i\

I

/////”WH



{ The heavens KBovE
+  DALARAD FILLED

>
= THERE IT /5! = [
E-; /F—C{:Z’%g/ﬂy = »  Wich DRAGODS...
= ; 5= ) §

e N

=
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BUT--THERE'S
O ONE HERE--

=SS

—
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= THEYRE TRYING TO —
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rRRARGH!

=

RRRRARRGH!!

I HEAR YOU...BARELY!
AETHAS AND I ARE
MAINTAINING CONTROL OF THE
OVERALL COUNTERATTACK

ON THOSE BEASTS NORTH OF
DALARAN, THOUGH SOME OF THE
LESSER MAG/ ARE AT THE/IR
LIMITS ALREADS...

VO e LRE
? SPELLS WERE HARDER_
TO GAST ADND KEEP

3% 1

FUDETIGNING...ALL DUE TO
* MALYGOS'S ULCIMACE PLAD...

e i dleran oo e e

WE WILL--HOLD,
HUMAN! ¥OU DO
YOUR PART...

ALLIANEE OR HORDE, MAGH wel‘@,
1 €hE €nb, MAGL..ADD THIS WAS ¢,

K STRUGGLE FOR THEIR VERY
anLmq &S WELL IS tbeugmves b/

MODERA! CAN YOU
HEAR ME AT LAST? HOW RE
THINGS HOLDING IN THE
VIOLET CITADEL?

ThHeE MAGIE WAS LICERALLY
BEING DRAINED FROM
AzeRETH...ADD ONLY those ¥
. Who serveED the GrRent Aspeet 3
u)@uLn F)).we ACC€SS To lC ‘

¢ WAS K FAIR QUESTION TO %
WEDDER WhHIEH WAS MORE %
IMPOREANT €O MOSE...




$SRSE;

THEY RE
BREAKING THROUGH
ON THE SOUTHEAST
EDGE/

(e



DON'T LET
HER GET ALL THE
WAY THROUGH! 7THROW

EVERYTHING AT HER/

THROUGH!

A PYROBLAST!
Nouw!

RRARRGH?

~—

QUICKLY? SURPRISE IS
YOUR ONLY HOPE! SHE /S
STILL NOT ALL THE WAY

HII15555!

SHE'S DISORIENTED!
NOW'S OUR CHANCE! LET'S
SEAL THE GAP WHILE SHE'S
STILL HALF IN IT/




70 THE VIOLET
HOLD! IT'S THE ONLY
HOPE! HURRY!

THE VIOLET HOLD
/S DES/GNED TO BE
IMPREGNABLE...AND
/T NEARLY /S...

WHO ARE YOU?
ARE YOU THE ONE
I WAS TOLD TO
WAIT FOR?

27



SHE'S BEYOND
THE SHIELD!

QUICK! SEAL AND
STRENGTHEN IT BEFORE

SHE RECOVERS HER
wITs!

¢ peRrECt.

R

[h

WHERE 1S
EVERYONE ELSE?
WHY IS IT DARK?

THEY ARE
NEEDED ELSEWHERE,
AS /S THE/IR POUWER...
YOU SHOULD NOT WORRY
ABOUT THEM...

WHERE--WHAT
1S THIS PLACE?
IS THIS--

FOLLOW THE
STEPS...AND TOUCH

NOTHING UNLESS
I SA%.

WHO..WHO
ARE YOU?

NO TIME FOR
THAT! HURRY! ¥OU ARE
NEARLY WHERE YOU
NEED 7O GO/




One oF the MAIN PURPOSES ,f
LIES THEY

OF the VIoLET HOLD WAS TO *
SECURE SPECIAL PRISODERS... TOLD YOU ST
s LIKE THE LIES THEY
TOLD ME...

3

THIS IS PART OF
THE PR/ISON!

PRISODERS SO POWERFUL...
ADND SO DANGERQUS...THAT

€ven Aephan Bnew that
he shouLb net Be here.

BUT T CANT-- ﬁm‘%
I DON'T HAVE THE FOCUS,
THE CONCENTRATION

FOR THIS--

MAGICAL
PRISONERS...HUMAD
ADD OTHERWISE...

L
-3
-
o

AND THAT
THEY NO DOUBT
70LD Vgg ABOUT

OPEN YOUR MIND
TO ME..LET ME GU/DE
YOU WITH A SPELL T
HAVE KEPT TO MYSELF
FOR ALL THIS TIME...

OF COURSE YoU

WAIT,
AODHAN! DO
NOT LEAVE
D/D! ¥OU HAVE THE INVATE
POWER, THE INNATE

APTITUDE! ALL YOU LACKED
WERE INSTRUCTORS WHO
TRUSTED YOU..

ME/

L
THEY FAILED TO
TRUST ME.

BUT WE TRUST
EACH OTHER, DO WE
NOT, AODHAN? AFTER

ALL, WHO CAN ONE
BETTER TRUST...

AND YOU
ANOW ME...

31



HERE'S TO MY
SON/ A BOY ANY MAN'D
BE PROUD TO CALL
HIS OWN, EH?




AND TO YOU,
BROGAN, FOR RAISING SUCH
A DETERMINED, DISCIPLINED
YOUNG MaN!

HERE'S TO
KEDEHERN!

A GETHERING SOME TED -3
YERRS €ARLIER... 3




OH, YOU'LL DO JUST
THAT, SON! YOU'VE GOT A SKILL
IN BATTLE I'M NOT ASHAMED TO
SAY SURPASSES MY OWN
WHEN I WAS YOUR AGE...

YOU'LL MAKE A FINE
CAPTAIN OF THE SILVER HAND!
A CREDIT TO OUR HOUSE AND
TO ALL STORMWIND!

I'LL DO MY BEST,
FATHER!

AND HERE'S
THE NEXT TO TAKE
UP YOUR MANTLE,
BROGAN!

AODHAN, BOY!
COME/ CONGRATULATE YOUR
BROTHER BEFORE
HE DEPARTS/

CONGRATULATIONS
ON YOUR PROMOTION,
KEDEHERN!

ALL RIGHT, THEN,
AODHAN! OFF WITH YOU!
BE A GOOD BOY!

YOU'D BEST GET A LITTLE MORE
MEAT ON YOUR BONES IF YOU
EVER HOPE TO JOIN ME,
LITTLE BROTHER!

THINK HE'S 60T
WHAT IT TAKES TO BE
ANOTHER KEDEHERN,
BROGAN?

AODHAN'S AN OBEDIENT
BOY, BUT HE'LL NEVER BE A
FIGHTER! DOESN'T HAVE THE
STRENGTH OR THE SPARK--
AND NEVER WILL!




A FARMER'S LIFE,

THAT'S WHAT'S BEST

FOR HIM... KEEP HIM
SAFE..

GOOD THING
HE'S NOT LIKE YOUR
OWN BROTHER,
EH, BROGAN?

AND THAT

CREVAN'S MADE
HIS CHOICE...

HE'S BLOOD AND HE'S
WELCOME HERE, BUT ONLY
50 LONG AS HE MINDS
HIMSELF...

<=7 WBLL, FITISNT MY,
" FAVORITE KIN! HOW ARE
. YOU, AODHAN?

'
v

" LET ME TELL YOU

R = /" SOMETHING ABOUT '
R ALTE ) "YOURSELF, DEAR
. FROM WHAT T JUST ST, NEPHEW..
~._ OVERHEARD... _* R
N -~ 17 TRUB YoULL .
: " NEVER WIELD & SWORD '\
! LIKE THOSE TWO, BUT TVE '

'

\  ALWAYS SENSED IN YOU
~ SOMETHING BETTER. .’

.+ THE ABILITY TO WIELD A "+,
 WEAPON FOR GOOD THAT'S
', FAR MORE VERSATILE..AND

\

«_ FAR MORE CVILIZED. _*

,-7 WELL TALK MORE "~
/" LATER...BUT FIRST I MUST *,
| GIVE MY CONGRATULATIONS
' TO MY OTHER NEPHEW... !
‘. ASSUMING THEY MEAN

<L _ANYTHING TO HIM. _ .~

MAGI! BAH! ONE
MAY BE YOUR BROTHER,
BROGAN, BUT YOU CAN'T
DENY THAT THEY'RE ALL A

BUNCH OF COWARDS
AND DECEIVERS--




THE FIRE!
IT NEARLY
TOOK ME!

‘TWAS MERELY
A SPARK, NOTHING
MORE! I--WHO'S
THERE?

HAVE NO FEAR! T'VE JUST
A FEW GOOD WORDS FOR
KEDEHERN AND THEN T'LL
BE ON MY way!

WHETHER WARRIOR
OR MAGE, THERE'S EVER
WISDOM TO BE LEARNED
TO HELP KEEP ONE ALIVE
ON THE FIELD OF
BATTLE...

I WAS NEAR
AND HEARD OF MY NEPHEW'S
GREAT PROMOTION! HOW
COULD I DO ANYTHING
ELSE BUT COME TO WISH
HIM WELL?

DID I MISS SOME
OTHER EXCITEMENT?
I THOUGHT I HEARD A
WOMAN'S STARTLED
SCREAM...

WE'LL HAVE NO
FIGHTING HERE!
YOU'RE WELCOME
TO CELEBRATE WITH
US, CREVAN... IF YOU
BEHAVE...

I WOULDN'T WANT
THIS FAMILY TO NEXT
CONVENE TO MOURN
ONE OF US.

ILOST MY ELDEST
SON, KEDEHERN, JUST FOUR
MONTHS AGO, BARELY TWO YEARS
AFTER HE GAINED HIS RANK! HIS
MASTERS IN THE SILVER HAND
BROUGHT HIS ARMOR BACK IN
HONOR. HE WAS A HERO/

HE STOOD AT THE

BORDERS OF QUAL'THALAS
LIKE A TRUE MAN!

NOT SKULKING IN
THE BACKGROUND,
UNTRAINED TO EVEN
USE & SWORD!

FOREFRONT, HAMMER IN HAND,
FACING THE TROLL WARBANDS
RAIDING SETTLEMENTS NEAR THE

IT IS BECAUSE OF
HIS REPUTATION AND
YOURS, MASTER BROGAN,
THAT WE CAME TO TELL
YOU PERSONALLY...

T WARNED CREVAN
ABOUT DEALING IN YOUR
TRADE, BUT HE WOULDN'T
LISTEN. NOW HE'S GONE
AND DIED...

HMMPH... YOUR MASTER BROGAN, CREVAN
CONCERN'S APPRECIATED, PERISHED A HERO WHILE ON A
BUT YOU'RE NOT TELLIN' VITAL SECRET MISSION! HE GAVE
ME ANYTHING I HAVEN'T HIS LIFE FOR HIS COMRADES.
BEEN EXPECTING YOU CAN APPRECIATE THAT

FOR YEARS... ASPECT AT LEAST...

I THANK YOU
AGAIN FOR YOUR
CONSIDERATION IN COMIN',
BUT OUR BUSINESS 1S
DONE. I'D RATHER YOUR
KIND NOT BE HANGING
AROUND HERE...

L7 THE ARROGANCE! .,
_s _AFTER WE CAME ALL
— . THE WAY HERE WHEN WE
‘< _ SHOULDN'T HAVE-- ./

"5 HusH! IT was
| STILL BETTER
. _THIS way! _/

21



" HusH! )

1 SOMETIMES DREAMED
THAT YOU WERE ALNV/E/ THAT YOU
CAME BACK AND PROVED TO FATHER
THAT YOU WERE AS GREAT A HERO
AS HE OR--OR KEDEHERN!

PLEASE..IS IT

TRUE? IS UNCLE

CREVAN REALLY
DEAD?

IS THE BOY
THAT CREVAN '
~._ ONCE—- __/

1

I WANTED TO RETURN,
AT LEAST TO HELP GUIDE YOU,
BUT I'M GLAD TO SEE THAT
THE MAGI OF DALARAN HAD THE
SENSE TO RECRUIT YOU,
AS I'D HOPED...

YOU WOULD BE
AODHAN, WOULDN'T
Yyou?

CRIMINALS AND THREATS?
e S o tare
Fl
BUT WHY ARE YOU IN )
ToUR UL HERE? WHAT HAPPENED? HERE..BUT THERE'S ALSO ONE

HE SPOKE OFTEN OF
YOU...AND WHAT HE SAID
IMPRESSED US.

OTHER KIND OF PRISONER

THIS IS WHERE THEY THEY KEEP...

USUALLY HOLD--

THOSE WHO
WON'T ALWAYS OBEY
THE RULES..EVEN
WHEN OBEYING MEANS
CATASTROPHE.

YOUVE
NO IDEA HOW OFTEN
I WANTED TO LET YOU
KNOW I WAS ALIVE,
AODHAN...



BUT...IT'S ALWAYS
BEEN SAID THAT ARCHMAGE
RHONIN BECAME LEADER
BECAUSE HE NEVER
FOLLOWED THE RULES--,

I-I1 DON'T
UNDERSTAND!

POWER CHANGES
MANY, AODHAN..YOU'LL
LEARN THAT!

Now FoLLOW
ME! THERE'S NOT A
MOMENT TO LOSE!

BUT WHERE ARE
WE GOING?

TO WHERE WE CAN WREST
VICTORY FROM THIS CHAOS! THE
KEY TO IT LIES NOT ALL THAT FAR
FROM US..AND T'LL NEED YOU
TO FIND IT FOR US!

YOU SEE, I'VE
KNOWN THAT THIS
MOMENT WAS LONG
IN COMING...

T'LL EXPLAIN AS
BEST I CAN AS WE
RUN..AND RUN WE
MUST, NEPHEW!

AND, MORE RECENTLY,
I EVEN REALIZED THAT MY
BEST HOPE FOR SUCCESS
REVOLVED AROUND YOUR
WELCOME PRESENCE
IN DALARAN...

QUICKLY! sLow
THE FALL, THEN CAST A
FIREBALL AS I DIRECT IN
YOUR THOUGHTS!

YOU KEEP TALKING
LIKE YOU NEED ME TO DO
WHATEVER IT IS YOU WANT! WHY?
YOU'RE ONE OF THE BEST MAGI!
T'VE HEARD STORIES ABOUT
YOUR GREAT SPELLS...

IT'S ALL TOO
SIMPLE, NEPHEW!
THEY--




YES..YOU
DD IT..5OU
SAVED US...

BUT--YOU
WOULD'VE DONE
IT IF T HADN'T--

NO, AODHAN..I
COULDN'T.

THE KIRIN TOR
HAVE DAMPENED MY
POWERS.

I CAN CAST
NO SPELL...

OTHERWISE, THEY WERE

NO SPELL?
BUT YOU SPOKE
TO ME--

THEY--MISSED A
TRICK T KNOW--BUT

VERY THOROUGH.

I STILL DON'T
UNDERSTAND! IF ALL
YOU WANTED TO DO
WAS HELP--

THEY--EVEN ARCHMAGE
RHONIN--THOUGHT THEY KNEW
BEST HOW TO DEAL WITH THE
BLUE DRAGONS..AND THEIR
MASTER, MALYGOS.

BUT THEY NEVER
GOT AS CLOSE RS 1
DID IN DELVING INTO THE
GREAT ASPECT'S
SECRETS.

THEY NEVER
SAW INTO THE
DRAGON'S MIND...




YOU DID
THAT?

YES..1 DID
THAT.

THERE...
THERE LIES OUR
DESTINATION...

BUT THAT'S
WHERE ARCHMAGE RHONIN
AND THE OTHERS ARE!
THEY'LL PUT YOU BACK
IN YOUR CELL!

YOU KNOW OF THE MAIN

LIBRARY AND YOU KNOW

THE GREAT SPELLBOOKS
IT CONTAINS...

THERE'S SECRETED

IN IT A SPELL THAT WiLL

HELP ME REGAIN USE OF
MY POWERS...

AND THAT, DEAR
NEPHEW, IS WHERE
YOU COME IN...

YOU'RE NOT

GOING WITH

ME? AND THAT
DOESN'T--

HURRY! THE DRAGONS

ARE ATTACKING AGAIN!
THE MAGI ON GUARD DUTY
WILL BE NEEDED TO HELP IN

DALARAN'S DEFENSES!

BUT THE LIBRARY'S
50 HUGE! HOW'LL WE
FIND IT QUICKLY?

"WE" WON'T.
YouU WiLL.

AS I DID FROM MY CELL, T
WILL GUIDE YOU THROUGH THE
LIBRARY! THEY WON'T SENSE

THAT, WHEREAS IF T PHYSICALLY
ENTER, THEY'LL KNOW
IMMEDIATELY...!

E CAN
USE THAT DISTRACTION
TO HELP YOU BETTER
SLIP PAST!




TLL BE WITH YOU
ALL THE WAS...

WHAT'RE
THEY UP TO
Now?

YOU KNOW
YOUR TARGETS! STRIKE
AT WILL!

IF THERE'S A METHOD
TO THIS MADNESS, I'D LIKE
TO KNOW! THEY'VE GONE
FROM ALL OF THEM FOCUSING
ON ONE SPOT, TO WEAKER
ATTACKS ALL OVER!

KEEP THE DEFENSE
SPELLS STRONG! WATCH
FOR AN OPENING FOR A
COUNTERATTACK!

THE ATTACK /S
GETTING WORSE
AGAIN/

I7'S JUST
LIKE AT THE HOLD!
EVERYONE'S AWAY
HELPING PROTECT
DALARAN!

THE ATTACKS
ARE WORKING /N OUR
FAVOR AT THE MOMENT,
BUT WE SHOULDN'T
COUNT ON THAT! MAKE
ALL HASTE 7O THE
LIBRARY!



NO ONE'S
INS/DE!
WHERE'S T¢

QUICKLY FOCUS THE
ENERGY WITHIN YOU, THEN

RELEASE IT! IT'S YOUR
BEST CHANCE/

BUT I DON'T
KNVow--

CAST AS
YouU SEE IN
YOUR MIND!

FOLLOW MY LEAD...
CAST AS I SHOW YOU...
YOU CAN DO /T..

THE BOOK
WAS A PART OF THE
LIBRARY'S GENERAL
DEFENSES...

‘Hw Uy

NOTHING
HAPPENED!

VES...YOU CAST A
RECOGN/TION SPELL TAUGHT
70 HIGHER-RANKED MAG/!/ THE
L/BRARY NOW BELIEVES YOU
ARE PERMITTED INS/DE...

NOW FOCUS! THANKS
70 THE RECOGN/TION
SPELL, THE REST OF THE
DEFENSES SHOULD BE
DORMANT NOW...



THIS ONE
/8 MOVING ON
/TS OWN! IS
THIS IT?

BUT WHICH
ONE couLp /T
BE? THERERE
SO MANY!

NUMBERS DO NOT
MATTER, NEPHEW...IN
HERE, WHAT YOU DES/RE
CAN BE FOUND SWIFTLY,
/F YOU KNOow How
70 LOOK...

NO/ LEAVE IT
AND ANY OTHERS
LIKE IT YOU
COME ACROSS..

THE ONE WE SEEK
REQUIRES A BIT MORE
CONCENTRATION TO
LOCATE...OPEN YOUR
IND MORE 7O ME...

SEE BEYOND
THE OBVIOUS...
SEEK BEYOND
THE VIS/BLE...

THERE! THAT'S
THE ONE WE
wanT/

ARE YOU SURE?
I DON'T--

NO TIME TO
QUESTION! REACH
TOWARD /T..

THE OTHER
BOOKS! THEY RE
nLUS/ONS!

OF COURSE/
DO YOU FEEL THE
BARRIER YET?



SEE THE SPELL
AS I DIRECT /T...
FOCUS ON THE CORE
QF THE BARRIER...

00I.001
GRAB IT?

VERY GOOD! YoU
SEEP JUST AS THEY
UNDERESTIMATED ME, SO, TOO,
HAVE THEY UNDERESTIMATED
YOU, NEPHEW...

D0 NOT
LET GO

AARAAAH




AODHAN... ?

AODHAN?/

AODHAN//



AODHAN!
LISTEN TO
ME/



UNCLE CREVAN!/

I CAN BARELY MOVE
AND I CAN'T SPEAK! WH-
WHERE AM I?/

IN A VERY CUNNING TRAP/

YOU'RE IN THE COVER OF THE
VERY BOOK WE SEEK! CLEARLY
SET TO WORK INDEPENDENTLY
OF THE LIBRARY'S OTHER
DEFENSES...

VES...POETIC,
DON'T YOU THINK? BUT
MORE THE CRYSTAL ON THE
COVER, TO BE FAIR!

HOWEVER, THROUGH
YOUR MIND AND EYES, I SEE

WHAT THEYVE DONE...AND
HOW TO DEAL WITH /T...

THERE'S A KEY IN
THE RUNES JUST /N CASE
ONE OF THE KIRIN TOR RUNS

AFOUL OF THEIR OWN
LITTLE CREATION!

IV A--
BOOK?!

REACH FOR
THAT ONE WITH THE
CRESCENT MOON
ABOVE /T..

I-I D/D /T
BUT..NOTHING'S
HAPPENING!

OF COURSE NOT?
THE KEY WOULD BE FAR
MORE COMPLEX THAN SIMPLY
TOUCHING A SINGLE RUNE...

NOW...IF THIS SPELL /S
AS I SUSPECT...

I7'$--T00
FAR!
You HAVE NO
CHOICE!

YOU MUST REACH
ANOTHER RUNE TO
YOUR FAR LEFT.

I7'S THE OMLY
HOPE YOU HAVE OF
FREEING YOURSELF,
NEPHEW...!

ALL..THE
WAY..THERE?



WE ARE NOT DONE YET..
BUT THESE TWO RUNES
SHOUW ME THAT THE KEY /S
AS I BELIEVED /T..

SEE THEM
NOW IV YOoUR
MIND...

YOUR WiLL
AND YOUR MAG/C

MUST GU/DE THEM

CONCENTRATE
ON THEM...TURN
THEM ABOUT..

OF COURSE/
I WOULDN'T LET
ANYTHING HAPPEN TO MY
FAVORITE NEPHEW!

YOU AND I SHARE
A SPEC/AL BOND...I
UNDERSTAND
YOU...UNLIKE
SOME...
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IDON'T
UNDERSTAND YOU/ A
MAGE? YOU WILLINGLY
BRING SHAME UPON
THIS FAMILY!

THERE'S NO
SHAME! UNCLE
CREVAN--



YOUR UNCLE WAS
ALWAYS RECKLESS AND
FOOLHARDY! HE PLAYED WITH
FIRE TOO MUCH AND CARED TOO
LITTLE HOW THE REST OF US
LOOKED BECAUSE OF HIM!

HE TURNED HIS BACK
ON GENERATIONS OF A
RENOWNED WARRIOR TRADITION!
MAGI ARE HONORLESS AND
COWARDLY FIGHTERS WHO
WILL NOT FACE A FOE HEAD-TO-
HEAD! THE HOUSE OF FALAMAR
WAS WELL RID OF HIM
WHEN HE LEFT/

UNCLE CREVAN
WAS A GOOD MAN! He
DIED A #ERO, JUST
LIKE KEDEHERN!

NEVER D/SHONOR YOUR
BROTHER'S MEMORY LIKE
THAT AGAIN!

AND NOW IT
SEEMS THAT EVEN DEAD
HE CONTINUES TO BE A
BLIGHT UPON THIS LINE!
I WARNED HIM TO STAY
AWAY FROM YOU!

KEDEHERN WiLL

FOREVER HAVE A PLACE

AMONG THE GREAT FIGHTERS

THE HOUSE OF FALAMAR
HAS BRED...

BUT IF YOU CHOOSE
TO FOLLOW YOUR UNCLE'S
DUBIOUS PATH..YOU WILL NO
LONGER BE CONSIDERED THE
BLOOD OF FALAMAR...

YOUR MEMORY,
LIKE CREVAN'S, WILL BE
FOREVER SHUNNED..AND
YOUR VERY EXISTENCE
FORGOTTEN...

HAVE NO FEAR..IT
SHOULD BE SAFE TO
TOUCH Now!

"FORGOTTEN.."

AODHAN?/? CAN
YOU STILL SEE THE
BOOK?

TAKE /T WE

MAY HAVE LITTLE
TIME/




RETURN TO
ME! QUICKLYY

I7’s
GROWING
WORSEY

IT FEELS AS
/F DALARAN /S BEING
BLOWN APART!

HAVE NO FEAR!
KEEP YOUR MIND
ON THE PATH

AHEAD!

NEVER MIND
THE DRAGON!
HURRYY

WHA--WHAT
DO WE DO
NOow?

FIRST,
WE STEP BACK
OUT OF SIGHT...

WHILE YOU WERE IN
THERE, I TOOK A LOOK INSIDE
THIS PLACE..NO ONE IS HERE...
ALL EFFORTS...ALL FOCUS...
15 ON THE DRAGONS'

DIRE ASSAULT!

EVEN BETTER, THE
TERRIBLE MAGICAL FORCES
IN PLAY AROUND DALARAN HAVE

FURTHER KEPT THEM FROM
NOTICING OUR WORK
THUS FAR.

THIS WILL MAKE
FOR A PERFECT PLACE
FOR YOU TO CAST
THE SPELL...




OF COURSE!
I CAN'T VERY WELL DO
IT MYSELF, CAN T?

WE'D BEST GET
ON WITH IT/ THE DRAGONS

ARE DOING THEIR BEST
TO BREAK THROUGH THE
DEFENSES!

WHAT DO T
NEED TO DO?

OPEN IT TO
THE VERY FIRST
PAGE...

NO..I GUESS
YOU CAN'T...

IT WASALL I

COULD DO TO GUIDE YOU...

THEY UNDERESTIMATED MY

ABILITIES THAT MUCH,
AT LEAST...

WHAT DO
THEY MEAN? T'VE
NOT LEARNED
THESE...

YOU'LL SEE... SIMPLY

TOUCH THE EYE, THEN
THE THIRD SYMBOL, THEN
THE EYE AGAIN...

o IT/
NOW WHAT--?/

AND NEVER WOULD
YOUR INSTRUCTORS TEACH THEM
TO YOU! THIS IS THE WORK OF ARGALEUS
THE CRAFTER, DEAD FOR CENTURIES
NOW! SOME SAY HE LEARNED THIS
UNIQUE SPELL LANGUAGE FROM
MALYGOS HIMSELF...

BUT YOU NEEDN'T CONCERN
YOURSELF WITH DRY HISTORY.
SIMPLY KNOW THAT ARGALEUS PUT
TOGETHER THIS TOME S50 THAT
ANY SPELL IN IT MAY BE UTILIZED
BY ANY MAGE...

THE TOP
PAGES ARE
FADING AWAY!

THERE'S A NEW
PAGE, WITH A LIST OF
SPELLS! SOME I CAN

MAKE OUT...

THE FIFTH LINE!

THAT WOULD BE THE
SPELL WE SEEK..TOUCH
IT ANYWHERE...



YES!
EXCELLENT,
AODHAN!

NOW, IN YOUR MIND
PICTURE THE IMAGE OF
THE PAGE..AND THE SPELL
WRITTEN IN IT...

IF THE SPELL
FADES AWAY, THEN YOU'VE
MEMORIZED IT! IT WON'T BE
VISIBLE AGAIN UNTIL THE BOOK
15 NEXT OPENED..ANOTHER
OF ARGALEUS'S MANY UNIQUE
TOUCHES...

HOLD THE IMAGE
IN YOUR M/ND/ SHUT THE BOOK
QUICKLY, THEN SET IT DOWN...
BE PREPARED..{YOU'LL HAVE TO
CAST THE SPELL IMMEDIATELY
AFTER OR RISK LOSING IT...

UNCLE?
WHY WOULD
ARGALEUS--

EHWOLRCLE

oué‘{soﬂo%fms
I STILL HAVE :
e MUST BE DONE VOW/

MIND...



CONCENTRATE...
LET YOUR POWER FOCUS
ON THE IMAGE IN
YOUR MIND...

YOU'RE FAR MORE

LIKE ME THAN YOU

EVER WERE LIKE YOUR
FATHER...

'FarR MORE..."

YES..THAT'S IT...
I KNEW YOU HAD
THE ABILITY..!

FATHER?
I'M LEAVING FOR
DALARAN NOW...
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AODHAN!

YES/ T CAN FEEL IT
OVERWHELMING 7HE/R
SPELL!

I WON'T FAIL
YOU, UNCLE...

OON'T LET
UP, AODHAN!



YESSS/I CAN FEEL
/T? YES! THE SPELL
/S SHATTERED!/

AAAAARGGH!

I KNEW YOU
WOULDN'T FAIL ME,
NEPHEW...

ARE YOU ALL
R/IGHT?/ SHOULD
1S70P?/

IT'S ALMOST--
IT'S ALMOST--

gﬂﬁ

NO! DON'T STOP!
WHATEVER YOU DO,
DON'T STOP/,



I AMMYSELF
AGAIN!
SO MANY YEARS
OF BEING PATIENT,
OF SUFFERING..NOW
ALL ovER/
,.'
4,
00,

EVEN S0 SIMPLE
A SPELL, SO BASIC A4
TASTE OF MAGIC, WAS
ONCE IMPOSSIBLE

FOR ME...

THEY TOOK
EVERYTHING 1
WAS FROM ME...

WE'RE RUNNING
OUT OF TIME! WE
MUST MOVE ON!

FIRST, WE MAKE
CERTAIN NOT TO LEAVE
7H/S BEHIND! WE'LL NEED
IT, EVEN WITH MY POWERS
RETURNED!

BUT..WE'RE
HEADING BACK TO
THE VIOLET HOLD!

TO WHERE?
WHAT CAN WE DO?/



BUT WHAT
CAN WE DO
HERE?

WHAT MUST BE
DONE TO PUT AN
END TO THIS...

BUT WE'RE
HEADING BACK--

I HAVE THE
SPELLBOOK OF
ARGALEUS...

AND, ¥OU, OF
COURSE...AODHAN...I
COULDN'T DO ALL THIS
WITHOUT YOU.

OF COURSE! T
NOW HAVE EVERYTHING
I NEED! I HAVE MY
FREEDOM, MY POWER...

YOU WERE THE KEY, THE
MOMENT YOU LET THE MAGIC
CALL YOU AS IT HAD ME..THE

MOMENT YOU CHOSE TO
BECOME A MAGE...

AND YOU STILL
ARE THE KEY...




. THAT WILL ENABLE ME
TO BRING DOWN ALL DALARAN
AND STOP OUR KIND'S ARROGANT
ABUSE OF MAGIC FOR MY
MASTER.MALYGOS/

OUR INSTRUMENT
15 IN PLACE!



PRESS THE
ATTACK! THROW ALL
POWER INTO (Tl



"IT'S OUR
ONLY HOPE!"

THEY'RE PRESSING
EVEN HARDER..BUT EVEN
THEY CAN'T SUSTAIN
SUCH AN ATTACK FOR
TOO LONG!

I-I DON'T
UNDERSTAND!
WHAT ARE YOU

SAYIVNG ?

MODERA! CAN YOU
HOLD THE SHIELD SPELL?
IF WE CAN MAKE THEM BURN

THEMSELVES OUT, THEN MAYBE
WE CAN STRIKE BACK EVEN
HARDER AFTER AND DRIVE
THEM OFF/

THE TREACHEROUS
KIRIN TOR NO LONGER
COMMANDS MY ALLEGIANCE...
THAT BELONGS TO THE 7TRUE
LORD OF MAGIC, MALYGOS!

KEEP AT IT/ AND BE
READY IF THEY SHOW
ANY WEAKENING!

IT CAME TO
PASS LONG AFTER MY
SUPPOSED DEATH..WHEN, IN
TRUTH, AFTER I LOST FAITH IN
THE ACTIONS OF THE KIRIN TOR
IN REGARD TO THE POWERS THEY
WIELDED, I PURPOSELY VANISHED
INTO THE WILDS...

BUT A PLACE WHERE
SOMETHING ELSE
2/D..4 BLUE DRAGON!

D0 WE HAVE
A CHOICE?

I KNEW THAT THEY WOULD NOT
STOMACH MY "DISLOYALTY" AND WOULD
HUNT ME DOWN, BUT I WAS TOO
CLEVER FOR THEM.. I KNEW A PLACE
WHERE THEY WOULD NEVER FIND ME...




WE MAGI THINK WE WIELD
SUCH MIGHT...BUT IT WAS
CHILD'S PLAY FOR THE
CREATURE TO CAPTURE ME...

LET ME SHOW You

M
UN

YOU HAVE THE CHANCE
OF SURVIVAL..THE CHANCE
OF SERVING A TRUE AND NOBLE

CAUSE..IF YOU CAN COME TO
UNDERSTAND THE TRUTH.

AND MORE THAN OBVIOUS
THAT SHE COULD HAVE DONE
FAR WORSE, IF THAT HAD BEEN
HER GOAL...BUT, INSTEAD, SHE
CAME TO REDEEM ME...

GIC..AND ACTUALLY
DERSTANDING IT..

I SAW WHAT IT MEANT
TO BE A BLUE DRAGON...
TO BE MAGIC INCARNATE
AND WIELD IT WITH CARE,

WITH CAUTION..WITH
KNOWLEDGE...

AND TO WIELD IT WITH
DEEP UNDERSTANDING
OF HOW EVERY SPELL
AFFECTS OUR WORLD...

AND THEN SHE SHOWED ME
HOW WE ARCANE CASTERS
ACTUALLY TREATED MAGIC...

WITH RECKLESSNESS, ARROGANCE,
AND NO CONCERN FOR THE STRAIN
THAT OUR BRUTISH SPELLWORK
PLACED UPON AZEROTH!

AND WE, THE MAGI OF DALARAN,
WERE THE WORST OFFENDERS,
SLOWLY DESTROYING THE WORLD
WE CLAIMED TO BE PROTECTING,
AND ALL FOR OUR OWN DESIRES...

AND I STILL DO! THINK
OF IT, AODHAN! THIS 1S WHAT
WE BOTH ALWAYS DREAMED
OF..WIELDING MAGIC FOR THE
BENEFIT OF ALL AZEROTH...
TO BE HEROES/!

AND TO MAKE AMENDS
FOR ALL THE DANGER OUR KIND'S
UNCHECKED ABUSE OF MAGIC HAS DONE
OVER THE MILLENNIA..CATASTROPHES SUCH
AS THE HIGHBORNE NIGHT ELVES CREATING
THE PATH TO AZEROTH FOR THE DEMONS
OF THE BURNING LEGION..OR THE OPENING
OF THE DARK PORTAL BY MEDIVH THAT
ALLOWED THE HORDE TO INVADE...

HO/ YOU KNOW THAT'S
A L/E/ YOV ALWAYS SAID
YOURSELF THAT THE MAGI
WORKED TO PROTECT
AZEROTH FROM ALL DANGERS!
YOU ENCOURAGED ME TO

FOLLOW YOU...

YOU CAN BECOME

AS ME..YOU CAN
STILL FOLLOW IN MY
FOOTSTEPS...




NO! THIS 1S WRONG/

PEOPLE ARE DYING

BECAUSE OF WHAT THE BLUE
DRAGONS ARE DOING!

YOU SOUND

HOW D/SAPPOINTING.
I THOUGHT YOU OF
ALL PEOPLE WOULD

UNDERSTAND...

I WILLINGLY cAVE
MYSELF INTO THE SERVICE
OF THE LORD OF MAGIC...
BECAME A MAGE HUNTER,

KNOWING THAT...

o2

JUST LIKE YOUR FATHER..

SACRIFICES
MUST BE MADE.

.MANY T KNEW,
MANY T CARED FOR, WOULD

HAVE TO PER/SH.

OH, YES, NEPHEW,
I CAN..AND MUST. AND 1
COULDN'T HAVE DONE IT

WITHOUT YOU.

MY CAPTURE
WAS PLANNED. MY
IMPRISONMENT WAS

PLANNED.

THE KIRIN TOR
WAS EVEN EXPECTED TO
MUTE MY POWERS...

BUT IT WOULD BE
NECESSARY..EVERY
SACRIFICE WOULD BE NECESSARY,
IF ONLY TO ACHIEVE OUR
ULTIMATE GOAL...

.THE UTTER
DESTRUCTION
OF DALARAN!



..WHICH, BY THE WAY,
WORK VERY WELL AGAIN.
MORE THAN ENOUGH TO
KEEP YOU IN PLACE.

THE KIRIN TOR
HAD ITS EYE ON YOU
EVEN BEFORE MY...
CONVERS/ON.

I'D SPOKEN HIGHLY
OF YOUR POTENTIAL AND
THE LEAD MAGI COULD SEE
IT, TOO! IT WAS A PROUD
MOMENT FOR ME...

JUST A
MERE MATTER OF
MOMENTS NOW...

NOT LONG,
ESPECIALLY
CONSIDERING HOW
PATIENT I'VE BEEN.

THEY'D ALREADY
INTENDED TO TEST YOU...
AND IN THAT CAME THE
FINAL PIECE OF
MY PLAN!

AH! HERE IT 1S/
THIS SHOULD ENABLE ME
TO OPEN SOME OF THE
NEAREST, LESSER
CELLS...

I LET MYSELF BE
CAPTURED, KNOWING THAT YOU
WERE ALREADY BEING GROOMED TO
BE TRAINED AS A MAGE. AFTER ALL,
I'D WORKED HARD TO INSTILL THAT
DESIRE IN YOU, THOUGH ORIGINALLY
FOR A MORE PERSONAL
REASON.

YOU WERE AND
STILL ARE MY FAVORITE
NEPHEW..THE SOV T
NEVER HAD...









THEY'RE FREE?
WHO /S THIS? WHO
/S THIS?!

TURN YOUR
FOCUS TO THEM/!

T'LL JOIN YOUR
EFFORTS...

STAND FASTY/
THEY CAN'T KEEP THIS
UP MUCH LONGER--

ARCHMAGE! SOME
OF THE PRISONERS
FROM THE VIOLET HOLD
ARE LOOSE! THEY RE
SPREADING THROUGH
DALARAN!

S

S

F THIS CAN'T BE A
£ comcipence! tHis musT =
2 fiini: =
= HAVE THROWN EVERYTHING —
= THEYVE S
//////?Aeﬂ/ms\i(\\\\

§

ALL MAG/ NEAR THE
HOLD! THE PRISONERS
HAVE ESCAPEDY

B8E
WARY!

AND REMAIN
IGNORANT OF THE 7RUE
THREAT BELOW..UNTIL
IT'S FAR TOO LATE...
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AobhAD KLREADY Kpew the
\ TERRIBLE FOREES ASSAILING DALARAD,
¢ BUT UNTIL thE REVELATION OF His

0%

UNELE’S BEERAYAL, ThERE Hhab BEEN
e CHAT PART OF him tHAT hAb TRUSTED  +
that the MAGL WOULD PREVAIL.

~ ~le 120 N - ~

Now, though, he sxw those FOREES 1 &
£ DEW KND MORE MONSTREUS LIGHE...Hhe SAW 3

THAT 1€ WAS VERY POSSIBLE--EVEY) VERY
LIKELY--chAC DALARAN WOULD FALL.

AnDb, WORST OF ALL, ChAT he F)}SD
- HELPED BRING THAT DESTRUECTION

boOwn Upen the REALM)...




CAPTURE THEM IF YOU
CAN--BUT STOP THEM ONE
WAY OR ANOTHER QUICKLY!
WE CAN'T AFFORD TO BE
DISTRACTED BY THIS
FOR LONG!



AND I CAN'T
HELP THINKING THIS
15 NO COINCIDENCE! THE
DRAGONS MUST BE UP
TO SOMETHING...

"BUT WHAT?!"

SHUFF
HUFFL
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= TRY AGAIN! HE'S GOT

—. TOHEARME THIS =
2 §

=2 NS

ARCHMAGE RHONIN!
ANYONE! THERE'S A MAGE
HUNTER LOOSE /N DALARAN!
HE'S GONE BELOW THE
CITY! THERE'S--

v -

r BU 1€ 1S DOT k

+ Aephan whem the 4

b AREHMAGE HERRS... J
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xkon ot

WIN/
SOMETHING STRANGE
18 HAPPENING!
COME QUICK!
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N I7°5 NO USE!
S wo one can HeAr e,
£ NOT EVEN ARCHMAGE RHONIN.
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/THER I--I'M TOO WEAK, OR
CREVAN'S DONE SOMETHING TO,
=, BLOCK MY THOUGHTS...
= OR BOTH/ S

E 0N\
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§\\ THERE'S /////4
NOTHING ELSE I
CAN DO..IT'S ALL GOING
70 BE DESTROYED...
AND I'M AT FAULT/

N
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\

\
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I'LL BE RIGHT
THERE! THE SITUATION
HERE LOOKS UNDER
CONTROL!

But the WoRrps oF Aephan’s
b TencheR SUDDENLY EAME BACHK .+
o him, WeRrpS the young
mAaGe Hhab HEARD NOT MERELY
The LAST LESSON, BUT OFCED...

7

R e e

i Worps to whieh Aephan ,1

F DAD NEVER TRULY PAID 4

» MDD UDTIL NOW... 4
A

etun s s A

MAINTAIN YOUR
CONCENTRATION,
AODHAN...

PATIENCE
15 ONE OF THE
CORNERSTONES
OF SUCCESSFUL
CONJURING...

FocuUs/You
MUST BE PREPARED
FOR THE UNEXPECTED
AT ALL TIMES...
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FOCUS...”
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--FALLING BACK,

RHONIN! I SWEAR
THAT IS WHAT THEY
ARE DOING!

MAYBE S0..BUT
WE CAN'T AFFORD TO
LET UP UNTIL WE KNOW
FOR CERTAINN...

I SENSE
THAT, TOO,
NOW...BUT WHY?

IT'S oBVIoUs!
THEY TIRED THEMSELVES
ouT JUS

WE HOPED!

KEEP PRESSING THEM...
I WON'T FEEL COMFORTABLE
UNTIL THEY'RE LONG GONE
FROM HERE...
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"..UNLESS I CAN FIGURE OUT
SOME WAY TO STOP HIM!"

I STILL CAN'T
CONTACT ANYONE
ABOVE!

ONE OF US
SHOULD GO UP AND
FIND ARCHMAGE
RHONIN...

OUR ORDERS
UNTIL RELIEVED...

ARE TO REMAIN HERE
TO PROTECT THIS PLACE NO

WE MUST
DECIDE ON SOMETHING,
BUT ABOVE ALL, WE MUST
KEEP TRUE TO OUR OATHS,

MATTER WHAT THE COST!

AND YOU
WOuLD DO IT,
TOO...

WHICH 1S WHY
You LEAVE ME NO
CHOICE.




I REALLY AM
SORRY..BUT YOU WOULD'VE
DIED SOON ENOUGH ONCE
DALARAN FELL, ANYWAY.

THE SOONER IT'S
DESTROYED, THE BETTER!
BUT FIRST, THE NEXT STEP
IN KEEPING THE KIRIN
TOR OCCUPIED...

SOMETHING VERY,
VERY /IMMINENT.

SUCH A WASTEFUL,
ARROGANT DISPLAY
OF POWER.

=

=

=

=

/
Y

==

E

N7s

CREVAN...I KNOW
= HE'SCLOSE..T
= CAN FEEL HIM...

7>

WHICH WAY?
WHICH WAY?!

=S

2
=

\\\\\\\\\\\\\%%

125

BE PATIENT..
FOCUS...

PATIENCE...
FOCUS...

THIS WAY!
HE'S GOT 7O BE
THIS WAY...
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meke ke
DIMENS/ONAL
S vavse mavee 1 RIFTS OPENING UP
=== SHOULD TRY TO REACH =
== ARCHMAGE RHONIN AGAIN! =
= 175 A LONG SHOT, BUT.. —
== WAYBE HELL HEAR ME IF I
/

EVERYWHERE!

—
/// FOCUS HARDER YET! S

2NN\

M

ARCHMAGE RHONIN/
ARCHMAGE RHONIN/

WHO IS THAT?
I CAN BARELY
HEAR YOU/

ARCHMAGE,
THIS--

ARCHMAGE! IT'S

MODERA! SOMETHING'S
HAPPENING ALL
AROUND DALARAN!

THE DRAGONS
COULDN'T HAVE DONE
THIS! THE SHIELD SPELL'S

700 STRONG! THIS
COULD ONLY HAPPEN
FROM WITHIN/

MODERA! y
STRENGTHEN U ol
THE SHIELD SPELL! t

SOMETHING'S COMING
THROUGH!
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MAGE SLAYERS IN
DALARAN! WE CAN'T LET
THEM SPREAD!

GATHER
EVERY AVAILABLE
MAGE--

"THIS MUST BE THEIR
TRUE ATTACK!

ARCHMAGE/
THERE'S MORE!

THE PROTECTIVE
SPELLS ARE
GIVING WAY!

THE DRAGONS
HAVE VEERED
BACK!

SOON, MY LORD...
ON THE TAINT
OF DALARAN WILL BE
REMOVED//

THE ESCAPES
AT THE VIOLET

HOLD WERE ONLY A
DISTRACTION!

7.
E CLEANSED... —

=N

i
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THE TIME OF
RECKONING 15 AT
HAND!

GIVE THEM NO
RESPITELTHEY MUST

FATAL ERROR!

OUR AGENT [5 NEAR
COMPLETION OF HIS
EFFORT!

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\nu/////////////
§ SOMETHING'S %
= HAPPENING =

= ABovE! \\\\§

e S

couLp IT HAVE
70 DO WITH CREVAN?
T CAN'T TAKE A4
CHANCE/!

THERE/
THAT'S GOT 7O
BE IT? HE'S IN

THERE!

G

S\l

\\
=5 rvemave 7807 =
= T =
R A —
THAT? 17 RADIATES SUCH
= " FANTASTIC POWER!
==, COULD THAT BE~ =
=

201N

%\\\\\\\\\\\C\\S%/;%
= 7HAT BE WHAT —
= KEEPS DALARAN =
E %// 2

FLYING?
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\\\\\\\\\\\\\“m r:ll//y%

== CREVAN STILL HASN'T
== SENSED ME/ HIS ENTIRE —t \\\\\\\\\\\\\Hl///////////
= FOCUS MUST BE ON HIS == =S o oo Tris) =
= SPELUIORK S =  meremisTiE =—
///////////" NN = SOMEONE ELSE! ONE OF ==
= 7HE KIRIN TOR OR-~ S~

A

2N

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\W//////////////
= WHAT SPELL CAN =

I USE TO STOP HiM?
WHAT SPELL WOULD
= BEANY GOOD? S~

E 7\

gl
M

%\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\m/////////////%
= IT./T WORKED! —

JUST LIKE MASTER =
= SIMEON TAUGHT! &

NS

i
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//



\\\\\\\\\\\\\m///////////////
I FOCUSED..  —
= AND IT WORKED!Y = Nl
= - = WO/IMTOO =
AN //LHTE///E’S--§
NS
"7
S\
=S newwsion
== MADE ME BLEND INTO
L e E
£ =
N
"7
s

THE END OF THE

KIRIN TOR IS AT HAND! THE

BLIGHT THAT IS DALARAN
15 NO MORE/!

ARCHMAGE!/

THE ENTIRE CITY IS
SHAKING/

NO! IT'S FAR
WORSE THAN THAT!
LOOK TO THE SK¢/
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STRIKE’ $‘I‘RIK
HOLD NOTHING
BMK!

THEY KEEP
COMING THROUGH!
WE'VE GOT TO SEAL
THESE RIFTS!!

T0 THINK OR TIME
10 ACT!!

THE DRAKON/IDS
ARE CONGREGATING
HERE! WE CAN'T LET
UP! MODERA! CAN

ONE OF Y0oU--

"OUR AGENT NEED! BUT
A FEW MOMENTS
DALARAN 15 DOOMﬁD!"

WE HAVE TO

PROTECT THE CIT...
BUT WE HAVE TO KEEP
/T FROM FALLING!
SOMEONE NEEDS
70 GET--

WE DON'T DARE LESSEN
OUR EFFORTS FOR THE SHIELD
AND OTHER DEFENSES/ WE
CAN BARELY HOLD AGAINST

THE ONSLAUGHT! THE DRAGONS/

THEY RE PRESSING
AGAIN/




S0 CLOSE..SO
VERY CLOSE... HERE!
HERE IT IS/ ALL
I HAVE--

o

ONE FINAL
SPELL...AND DALARAN
PLUMMETS!
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= /'S ABOUT TO BRING =
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iy,
CHANCE...AND I HAVE

= 70 THANK CREVAN FOR =
= EVEN THAT HOPE.. S

0\

I

I

S

Ll

N2
§ BUT IT'LL ONLY /////4
WORK IF I CAN CAST THE e
—="SPELL/ T HAVE TO TRY IT..ITULL —
—=_ PROBABLY BE TOO MUCH.. ==
= BUT THAVE TO TRY. &
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NOT S0 FAST,
NEPHEW...

I-IT WORKED!
T ACTUALLY... MANAGED.

THE BLINK SPELL T

SHOULDN'T HAVE BEEN
ABLE TO, BUT I DID--

A CLEVER,
IF FUTILE
ATTEMPT.

NOW, UST TO

THE PAGE--

U

—

I

il

=

MAKE CERTAIN THAT
YOU DIDN'T REMOVE

<\l

I DID IT! I REVERSED
THE CRYSTAL ESCAPE
TECHNIQUE HE TAUGHT
ME--AND THE TRAP

/// WORKED AGAIN!
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\
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Wl
&ﬁeu f% BOCKBT 1 BON'T
=S 1WA I ALTERED ONE = DARE USE 17/ 1 MIGHT

THING IN THE KEY/

HOPEFULLY HE DOESN'T =
=

N
g,

o\l
= THE ARRAY! =
e ?\M‘
by, G
P

c 20N
o

il

l
[

\

T'LL HAVE TO DO
WITHOUT IT?

THE ARRAY!
IT'S GETTING
WORSE!

IDON'T

KNOW WHERE TO

START! I NEED THE
BOOK... BUT-




NOT QUITE

CERTAIN WHAT TO
DO, NEPHEW?

CONSIDER

YOURSELF
FORTUNATE,
NEPHEW.

YOUR TALENT SHOWS.
THAT BLINK SPELL SHOULD'VE
BEEN WELL BEYOND YOUR
ABILITIES. YOU ALSO DID QUITE
WELL CHANGING THE TRAP
SPELL..THOUGH T'VE ESCAPED
BETTER.

MY LORD
MALYGOS WOULD
EXPECT ME TO
ELIMINATE ANY
INTERFERENCE...
AN,

YOUR BROTHER'S E
EXPLOITS WOULD BE A5 Mmziﬁcc% gﬁgsp
NOTHING TO YOURS! YOU'D BY TWO 45 WELL A4S
EASILY EVEN SURPASS YOUR ONE.
ARROGANT FATHER...

S\
QN Z

=S5 somucHpower.. —

== 7 COULD DO SO MUCK WITH

—

(i

& s
EE

= DOWN ON ME--
E

C N

U

///

h

NO/ TH-THIS IS
ALl WRONG/ THIS GOES
AGAINST EVERYTHING
WE LEARNED!

TRICKS, MY FAITH IN YOUR
ABILITIES IS STRONGER

BELIEF I CAN MAKE YOU

BUT AFTER THOSE

THAN EVER..AS 1S MY

SEE THE LIGHT
AND JOWV UsS.

WITH ME TO
GUIDE YOU, YOU COULD
RISE SWIFTLY AMONG
MALYGOS'S SERVANTS!
YOU WOULD LEARN
HOW TO CAST SPELLS
OF MAGNITUDES OF
WHICH YOU'VE NEVER

DREAMED...

I WON'T LET
YOU HAVE THE BOOK!
I-- T'LL STOP YOU

y-yet!



A POOR
CHO/CE ON YOUR
PART, AODHAN.

STILL, BECAUSE
YOU'RE MY DEAR NEPHEW,
I LEAVE YOU ONE MORE
CHANCE TO THINK...

..BUT BE AWARE THAT
YOU WON'T HAVE MUCH
TIME TO CHANGE
YOUR MIND.



CREVAN/
STOP THIS
MADNESS?/

NO..YOU can'T
BE HERE!

THE END HAS COME...
THERE'S NOTHING TO BE
DONE BUT WAIT A FEW
SECONDS MORE...

SURRENDER

THE BOOK AND
GIVE YOURSELF UP,
CREVAN.

1 SEE YOU'RE FREE,
AODHAN..WELL! YOUR ABILITIES
CONTINUE TO IMPRESS ME,
NEPHEW, IF NO LONGER
YOUR INGENUITY...



FOCUS WAS
ALWAYS YOUR
PROBLEM.

IMPRESSIVE
THAT YOU COULD
RECREATE THEM

AT ALL...

..AND EVEN MORE
IMPRESSIVE THAT YOU
ESCAPED THE SLOW
SPELL I CAST.

WELL-CAST /LUS/ONS,
BUT THAT'S ALL THEY CAN BE/

RHONIN AND THE OTHERS ARE
FAR TOO BUSY AT THE MOMENT
TO HAVE COME HERE! T'VE MADE
CERTAIN OF THAT...

IN FACT...
IT'S ALL TOO
IMPRESS--

)









MASTER
SIMEON!

Ny,
= DALARAN'S RIGHTED "=
= IT5ELE/ R AGENT HAS ==

D S

S TH Frs //4 \\\\\\\\\\\\\m //////////
= = S z
uopees oacaesy N W”é S o E D
ARCHMAGE RHONIN/ 3 ~, % = CHOCE & = =
RIFTS ARE GONE! WE'LL /NN Z, S OUR LORD| &
e omme e arers BE ABLE 7O DEAL WITH R 7N\ %/u "N\
THE MAGE HUNTER CAST THE INTRUDERS!
70 OPEN THE RIFTS /S
ALSO NO MORE/
QW \“////////
E Weon /////4
= =
o il
PRA/ISE BE/ é// \\%
>, S
e N
QW \IU////////
S o ey
1 E
You MUST %// §
e Sees S
DRAGONS CAN'T SPEND
THEMSELVES LIKE THIS
MUCH LONGER!

N ////////
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= THere WL
w = COME ANOTHE
DAY,
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WE'VE DONE IT.
WE'VE FENDED THEM
OFF..AT LEAST UNTIL

I WAS BUT FORTUNATE,
ARCHMAGE...I HAD SOME

IIT’:FVUEg EEAL%}EA%“A
THEN, WHEN I FELT AND WITH A SKILLED (OUGHT HE
LINGERING QUESTIONS ABOUT y, PRACTITIONER SUCH AS
NEXT TIME. DALARAN DROPPING, 1
TIME. THE COMMAND T SUPPOSEDLY KNEW SOMETHING WAS

TEACHER BECAUSE HIS
MASTER SIMEON 45 YOUR SKILLS WEREN'T THAT
HAD FROM {OU ABOUT INSTRUCTOR, YOU'LL TURN STRONG.

THE BOY... OUT TO BE ONE OF OUR

BEST, I'M SURE.

AMISS WITH THE ARRAY...
AND THAT IT COULD NOT
BE COINCIDENCE.

YES, THOUGH WE

: ALSO REALIZED THE
o8 ity oy Gy THREAT, THEY MADE
O OE CERTAN THAT WE HAD OUR

HANDS TOO FULL TO
DO ANYTHING...

THE ONLY
REASON MASTER
SIMEON ISN'T & MEMBER
OF THE KIRIN TOR..
1 DECIDED I HAD TO
INVESTIGATE FOR MYSELF-- AS FOR DEALING UITH THE
MAGE HUNTER, YOU CAN THANK
BSPECIALLY AFTER REALIZING THE BOY FOR HI5 DETERMINATION AND
AODHAN HAPPENED TO BE CLEVERNESS! HE KEPT CREVAN AT BAY

INVOLVED--EVEN THEN, T NEARLY y

ARRIVED TOO LATE... FOR JUST LONG ENOUGH, AND EVEN

AND NOW...IF
YOU'LL EXCUSE ME...
THERE'S MUCH TO CLEAN
NEARLY CAPTURED HIM. HE SAVED UP..AND FAR TOO MANY TO
THE DAY AS MUCH &S ANYONE!

BURY. MOREOVER, WE MUST
PREPARE, FOR OUR ALLIES
ARE SOON TO ARRIVE...

ME? B-BUT 1

HELPED CREVAN
TO ESCAPE IN THE
FIRST PLACE!

WE'LL TALK AGAIN
SOON, AODHAN..AND T'LL
TELL YOU ABOUT ANOTHER
REBELLIOUS STUDENT--
MYSELF.

.15 BECAUSE HE
LONG AGO REJECTED IT
50 AS TO HAVE MORE TIME
TO TRAIN THOSE WHO ARE

OUR FUTURE...

HE PLAYED ON A
FAMILY TIE..BUT WHEN YOU
DISCOVERED HIS TREACHERY,
YOU CHOSE THE SAFETY OF
DALARAN..THE FUTURE OF
ARCANE MAGIC..OVER HIS
CHOICE OF BELIEFS.

YOU CHOSE TO
DEFEND THE PATH THAT
ALLOWS ANYONE WILLING TO STRUGGLE
AND CONTINUE TO STUDY HARD THE
CHANCE TO WIELD THE WONDERS OF
ARCANE MAGIC, ESPECIALLY IN DEFENSE
OF AZEROTH AGAINST THE MANY
THREATS CONFRONTING IT.

YOU HAVE MUCH TO BE PROUD OF!
YOUR UNCLE WAS POWERFUL, BUT HE
FAILED TO GAIN THE WISDOM NEEDED
TO PROPERLY W/ELD THAT POWER.

YOU DID NOT LET THAT TRAIT
GUIDE YOU AS HE DID.

THEN, SHALL WE
BEGIN BY SEEING WHAT

WE CAN DO TO HELP
DALARAN RECOVER?

I KNOW..I DON'T
WANT TO BE LIKE THAT,
MASTER SIMEON. TM GOING
TO DO MY BEST TO BE
PATIENT, TO LEARN...

YOU DID WHAT
HAD TO BE DONE, EVEN
THOUGH IT COST YOU
PERSONALLY IN THE END...
NO MAGE COULD HAVE DONE
MORE, AODHAN...

HIS UDELE REMAIDS 1)
Aophan’s theughts &S
he FoLLowS, ThE Young |

' MAGE RECALLING the mAn
whoe MSpIRED him to
cheese this peseiny. ¢




But Crevan hav Lest sight
) OF THAT DESTINY...AND THUS .-
k. ALSO ThE €ORE RERSON THAT
his neEpheEW €OULD NEVER
hrve Become &S him.

e O

¢ Aophan REALIZES HE DOES NOT,
se€h MAGIE TO €ONTROL...Hhe
SEERS MAGIE TO LEARD. ) I —
Apb 1 REMEMBERING THAT, 11

) UNDERSTANDING THAT, he BNOWS THAT .-
SOMEDRY HE WILL BECOME WHAT :
CRrevan, wich ALL His powWeER, hab
DEVER REALLY SUCCEEDED TO BE...

N & - AN x

Ty Y
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On behalf of TOKYOPOP and Blizzard, we hope you enjoyed the time you spent
in Dalaran and with World of Warcraft: Mage. If you liked this class-based
Warcraft manga, there’s more on the horizon! World of Warcraft: Shaman will be
throwing its totems down in October 2010! Keep your eyes peeled for a sneak peek
at World of Warcraft: Shaman inside the pages of this very book!

Of course, we wouldn’t be able to bring you all of this pulse-pounding, class-
based action without the excellent publishing team at Blizzard. Their attention
to detail and the amount of care they have for the Warcraft world never ceases to
amaze. Many thanks to Jason Bischoff, Joshua Horst, James Waugh, Micky Neil-
son, Evelyn Fredericksen, Samwise Didier, Cameron Dayton, Tommy Newcomer
and Chris Metzen!

In many ways, Ryo--our peerless Mage artist--reminds us of our book’s
protagonist, Aodhan. He’s quiet and unassuming. But, like the bookish Aodhan,
Ryo rose to the challenge and became a legendary hero! Ryo delivered page after
page of pencils at a breathtaking speed, never sacrificing quality. He tackled a
near-impossible deadline and saved the day!

As Ryo’s pages were coming in hot, Matias Timarchi and the fine folks at Alter-
comics Studios added inks and tones to Ryo’s line art. Like Ryo, they worked
tirelessly against a loudly clicking tock...and emerged victorious! So, here’s hearty
thank you to inkers Roberto Viacava, Nahuel Sagarnaga Cozman, Ariel lacci,
Gaston Zubeldia, Perla Pilucki, Fernando Melek, Matias Montenegro, and toners
Gabriel Peralta, Marcelo Blanco and Gonzalo Duarte. You guys all rock!

He’s no stranger to the World of Warcraft, and by now, he should be no stranger
to praise--the peerless Richard A. Knaak. As always, Richard enters Azeroth
and emerges with a compelling story and fascinating characters. Thanks for the
fantastic work, Richard!

We'd like to take a moment to thank TOKYOPOP’s secret World of Warcraft
weapon...and his name is Michael Paolilli. Michael is incredibly talented. He can
letter a book, he can make art fixes and he has an encyclopedic knowledge of the
Warcraft universe. Thanks for being not just the heart of production, but the
spine, the ribs, the fingers, toes...

Lastly, we want to express our gratitude to all of the fans. Without you, these
books wouldn’t exist. So, do us a favor and buy a ton of copies so we can keep
making awesome Warcraft stories. After all, we're doing it for you!

- Paul Morrissey and Troy Lewter
Editors

RfdiﬁnﬂA mma@mwmmmg@m
TBA TRedksy estselhn 'lﬁjjiﬁy‘ fauthor
and| @xmadim:ﬁ mt:c]-@
ing E-mi:ﬂlm Werltd
ofgWarcraft3s Ehb alsojwellfkno
(o cuch Gavertess a5 The Legand of Fluma
prine}Vinotaury W Dlagonla nceythe)
& @@Aﬂ@mb Waicia/gand]
oy m infaddifionftoRchel
eai@ Mmm@m il
Bnﬂsﬁha@?ﬁnmﬁdl
m@ﬁm@@w Wxg, @Wi]]asﬁ@
sinfies{aizmred fin Winarfs Legands Vllmmes
wg,l@ig,
chexthirdinyhisf@greklicansfsagabtoq
lh‘i_@md JPegendsfogthediagonrealmBw 1c
[combinesjthelfirsgchreenoyvels @?ﬂf@Wﬂﬂi’LA
aam@lwﬂ]] [belieleasedtin{@ctoberylo)
m@mm@@gmm

l‘
gg@g

§

at Www:richardaknaakJcoms

JBorngin@MiyakoRlsland)y l}qm
LLivedRin)@kinawaBlslandRuntilkIog0
ﬁmmmmmm&mﬂ
o The Uhied Sais, Ro cnzandly
fesides fin @canvilly, NC, wikeie
mmﬁﬂmﬁﬂﬂmfm@m
RYO
mmmqp ﬂn
WW@W@@
e dhent stegy “itile Miss Whidh
Ebim"an@lﬁfs@mm

@:@mw
TW
ﬁnmﬂ]‘naﬁm
ﬁh@mnm
ﬁhhlm"

leans1 g el
mmi@ ﬂﬂim@r{lﬂn

%@%4613@5»







